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File

D. Wayne Hedberg, Permit Supervisor/Reclamation Hydrologist

Site Visit. U. S. Stee.I Co oration Iron Mountain, FR0/021/008
uounfy, uran h'g lre\o
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0n March 7r 1986, D. Wayne Hedberg and David M. llham met with Lavoy
Woolsey of CF&I and aLso Roy Benson of U. S. Steel. The purpose of the field
visit was to inspect the sj.te of the new proposed disturbanca which is
adjacent to the ilomstock Iron Mine in tron Cbunty. +,,1A7' bo,tl flr|

The turn-off to the site i.s approximately 16 miles east of Cedar
City, Utah, on State Highway 55. There are twc green and white Gilbert
Oev-etopmeni signs on th- right hand side of the road at approximately 16 miles
out of town. The turnoff to the sjte is after the second sign and it is a

dirt road which intersects Highway 56. There is a Stop sign at the junction.
From the turnoff, traveJ. approximateLy I/A of a mile on the dirt road and then
you will intersect another dirt roacJ leading off to the left, travel on this
secondary road approximately two to three miles on a winding, switchback -road
up to thb site Location. Ai a general landnark for reference, the turnoff j.s

in the general vicinity of the abandoned mine durps from the Ccrnstock Iron
Mine.

The first site inspected was located :'.n a smalf draw near the top of
a ridge which overfooks an active jron ore pit currently being mined by CF&I
(?). There are two small outerops of high grade magnetite which the operators
are j-nterested in mining. The two outcrops are approximately 300-400 yards
apart and are situated near the top of a ridqe separated by a smal1 saddle or
draw. The vegetation, again, is typical pinyon-juniper with sagebrush,
various grasses and forbs, rabbitbrush, bitterbrush some astragalusr mountain
mahogany. The area is heavily utilized by wildlife by virtue of the heavy
Orowsing on the bitterbrush and mountain mahogany. There are small pockets of
topsoil dispersed intermittentty in and around the outcrop itself with various
forms of vegetation growing in the cracks and crevices. Trying to salvage the
intermittent pockets of topsoil will be quite difficult. It was suggested
that the ooelator make concerted efforts at salvaging the topsoil all around
the outslopes of the outcrop and stockpilinq it appropriately. The host rock
underlying the outcropping magnatite ore body is monzon.ite.
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The second site is located to the southwest.of the first outcrop in
an area that has previously been mined and is curren\terraced and revegetated
(refer to photos taken). tne outcrop they mine is phy\ically intrusive about

75 feet wide and can be mined tn about 40 feet below the surfaee which

currently sits above the terraced area in the pinyon-juniper' The mining
iecnniqu6 will probably be the trenching operation belgY thg outcrop and the
beyond'that will Oe OrilleO. The ore bocly will be drilled^in B-to I! f.o9t

centers and blasted down into.the trench and then hauled off. '*1lead *9o'\
exhaustion of the ore body.| the highwall will be blasted and rounded back

down j.nto the basically tn6 existing configuration and terrain' 'lhe-seifs4f
can't he . ; lhe length of.the
ore body is approximately 1,100 feet long by 75 to loo.feet wide' There will
be approximatity live acies'of surface disturbance at the second site and

approximately two acres on the first site.

Hydrolog.i-cconcelnsshouldbeminima].someminorbermingand
diverting 6f any"OisturbeC area drainage may be necessary as the mining
Sequence progresses. Mr. Benson was infgrmbd that upon submission of hjs MR-]

for this arei, the assignecl review team would most like1y schedule a field
trip down to t.ne area t6 perform an onsite inspection themselves. Based upon

the results of this fielcl investigation, it was not apparent that any

significant problems should be encountered curing the permitting process and

th6 operator was informed that no major concerns were foreseen at this time.
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